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IN  REPLY  REFER  TO 


6  October  1969 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  2d  Battalion, 

35th  Artillery,  Period  Ending  31  July  1969  (U) 


..£  viial 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


.  c .  .Heats 
...c  pioiiibited 


\.,j5  c.  •jcum-'nt  c  " 

Defence  oi  t. 

Espioiiir'.- 
794.  It-  lr  . 

in  any  mcmv.r  vj  „  :  ,  • 

by  law.* 

1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525*15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  Insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 

as 

Acting  The  Adjutant  General 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Continental  Army  Command 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 

Commandants 

US  Army  War  College 

US  Array  Command  and  General  Staff  College 
US  Army  Air  Defense  School 
US  Army  Armor  School 
US  Army  Aviation  School 
US  Army  Engineer  School 
US  Army  Field  Artillery  School 
US  Army  Infantry  School 
US  Army  Quartermaster  School 
US  Army  Signal  School 
US  Array  Southeastern  Signal  School 
US  Army  Special  Warfare  School 
US  Array  Transportation  School 


Regraded  unclassified  when  separated 
from  classified  inclosure. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DISTRIBUTION  (Cont'd) 

Copies  furnished: 

Office,  Chief  of  Stiff,  US  Army 
Deputy  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Chief  of  Research  and  Development 
Assistant  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Chief  of  Engineers 

OSD(SA)  Assistant  for  Southeast  Asia  Forces 
Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps 
Defense  Documentation  Center 
Security  Officer,  Hudson  Institute 
Commanding  Officers 

US  Army  Limited  War  Laboratory 

US  Army  Logistics,  Doctrine  Systems  &  Readiness  Agency 
US  Army  Mobility  Equipment  Research  &  Development  Center 
2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 


2 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  2D  BATTALION,  35TH  ARTILLERY 
APO  San  Francisco  96376 
UIC  W2AS 


AVGaY-C  1  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1969 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 


THRU :  Commanding  Officer 

54th  Field  Artillery  Group 

ATTN:  AVGa-C 

APO  San  Franci3co  96491 


Commanding  General 

II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery 

ATTN:  AVFB-FAC 

APO  Sen  Francisco  96266 
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APO  Sen  Francisco  96375 


Commanding  General 
United  States  Army  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AVHGC-DH 
APO  Sm  Francisco  96375 


Commander-In-Chief 

United  States  Army  Pacific 

ATTN:  GPOP-DT 
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TO:  DEPARTMENT  OF  THG  .'Riff 

ATTN:  ACSFOR,  DA 
W.shington  D.C,  20310 
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AVGAI-C  1  August  1969 

SUBJECT*  Operational.  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  3“ l  July  1969 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFGR-45  (U) 

1.  (C)  Section  1 .  .Operations  *  Significant  Activities 

c.  Personnel 

(1)  The  2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  remains  assigned  to  the  54th 
Artillery  Group  with  the  mission  of  Ganercl  Support,  II  Field  Force. 

(2)  During  the  reporting  period,  Headquarters  taxi  Headquarters 
Buttery  maintained  a  base  camp  at  XUAN  LOC,  KVN,  TT472096.  Battery  B 
maintained  a  base  camp  at  NUI  DAT,  RVN,  IS 42 6665.  Buttery  A  and  Buttery 
C  maintained  no  base  ccmp  but  maintained  supply  and  storage  facilities 
with  Service  Battery.  Service  Battery  continues  to  maintain  a  base 
camp  within  the  LONG  BINH  POST  area,  TT056112. 

(3)  Commend  Changes*  None 

(4)  Normal  S-1  activities  were  conducted  during  the  quarter. 

(5)  Personnel  strength  as  of  31  July  1969* 
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"Authorised  by  HTQE  6-456E,  6-457,  6-459E,  and  General  Order  Number  274, 
HQ,  USARPAC,  dated  29  Mcy  1968, 

(6)  Critical  NCO  Shortages  I 
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AVGkY-C  1 

SUBJECT  i  Operational  Report  for  Qucxtorly  Period  Ending  31 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CStOR-^  (U) 

(8)  Casualties: 


Killed  in  Action  7 
Woundod  in  Action  32 
Missing  in  Action  0 
Non-Battle  Deed  0 
Non-Battle  Missing  0 


Non-Battle  Casualties  6 


(9)  Medical  Service  Statistics: 


Total  Patieht  Visits  457 
Admitted  to  Hospital  49 
Mc.lijria  Cases  5 

(10)  Punishments: 
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ARTICLE  1 5 
6 
4 
3 
6 

“35" 


(11)  Avoids  and  Decorations: 

Silver  Star  5 

Bronse  Star  23 

Air  Medal  11 

Army  Commendation  Medal  16 

Purple  Heart  33 

(12)  Reportable  Accidents: 

Personnel:  1  Vehicle:  3 


(13)  R  &  R: 

(a)  Out-of  Country: 


Hawaii 

25 

Australia 

16 

Tripei 

9 

Manila 

6 

Takoyo 

2 

Bangkok 

14 

Singapore 
Hong  Kong 


August  1969 
July  1969 


1 

6 


(b)  In-Country:  Vung  Tau  5 


3 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFlUEhTIAL 


AVG»I-C  1  Ausoft  1969 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Rsrlod  lading  31  July  1969 
Report*  Control  Symbol  CSFGR-65  (U) 

(1 4)  Scfety* 

(a)  Andysisx  There  were  three  accidents  in  the  battalion  during  the 
reporting  period.  The  one  personnel  accident  reported  in  (12)  chore,  c  snake 
bite,  occurred  late  in  April  end  was  not  reported  in  the  lest  quarterly  report. 
The  three  vehicle  accidehts  were  investigated  by  American  Military  Police  end 
Vietnamese  authorities.  In  all  oases  the  drivers  were  found  not  at  fault. 

(b)  Corrective  actions »  No  punishnent  was  administered  to  the  drivers 
in  the  vehicle  residents.  However,  ooanenders  continue  to  stress  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  battalion  driver  safety  education  program  and  have  plcoed 
emphasis  on  defensive  driving.  In  the  ore#  of  the  snake  bits,  the  Battery 
Commander  has  placed  strict  command  emphasis  on  reptile  control. 

(15)  Commanders  Notest 

(a)  The  battalion  continued  to  move  during  the  reporting  period  with 
a  total  of  34  moves.  The  M109  with  its  effective  oroes  country  mobility 
continues  to  be  a  highly  effective  weapons  system  for  the  Vietnam  area  of 
operrtion. 

(b)  In  this  reporting  period  the  firing  batteries  have  operated  split 
between  two  separate  fire  support  bases  for  the  following  periods}  A 
Battery-28  days)  B  Battery-39  days}  end  C  Br.ttery-34  days.  These  splits  have 
created  cn  additional  burden  on  resupo^v,  maintenance  end  administrative 
support.  Resupply  end  maintenance  p  rt  for  the  most  part  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  by  air,  and  administration  l  i  sen  kept  at  a  brae  oemp  or  attached 
to  one  of  tha  battalion's  non-moving  catteries. 

(0)  The  battalion  headquarters  at  XUAN  LOC  came  under  a  combined 
heavy  indirect  fire  end  ground  cssualt  on  18  May  1969  resulting  in  friendly 
casualties  of  7  KIA  and  18  UIA  (figures  reflect  battalion  casualties  only). 
Enemy  casualties,  by  body  count,  were  35  KIA  end  1  VIA.  An  account  of  this 
attack  and  the  lossons  learned  were  forwarded  to  higher  headquarters  for 
possible  publication  as  c  Combat  After  Aotioc  Report.  Also,  on  7  June  1969 
from  0345  hours  until  0415  hours,  Bcttery  B  received  approximately  sixty  to 
oighty  82 an  mortar  rounds  and  cn  unknown  number  of  RPQ's  in  their  position 
at  FSB  Bold.  Fifteen  battery  personnel  vers  voundod  with  nine  men  medically 
evacuated.  Thirteen  of  the  fifteen  UIA  wsre  returned  to  duty  in  a  short  period 
of  time. 

(d)  The  shortage  of  13B40,  E6.  Section  Chief  has  booome  more  critical 
(tho  battalion  id  currently  short  14).  Sane  of  thsso  positions  or*  filled 
by  instant  NCO's,  grade  E5.  In  most  oases  these  individuals  are  accomplish¬ 
ing  their  duties  in  an  effective  manner.  However,  the  units  or*  still 
hendioeppad  by  a  lack  of  experience  and  background  in  crtillsry  fundamentals. 

(e)  The  battelloc  rooeivod  its  USaRV  Annual  General  Inspection  djrring 
the  period  8-10  July  1969.  The  inspection  toem  visited  each  battery  for  c 
minimum  of  one  half Hlcy.  In  the  evaluation  of  mission  accomplishments  only 
satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory  ratings  are  awarded.  The  2d  Battalion  35th 
Artillery  received  a  rating  of  satisfactory. 
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avgay-c  CONFIDENTIAL  1  Auguat  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  Jt  July  1969 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFQR-65  (tJ) 

b.  flerattfli 

(1 )  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery  vts  lc dated  at  YUAN  LOC,  RVN 

YT 472 096,  and  provided  normal  support  to  the  battalion  in  addition  to  providing 
for  the  XUAN  LOC  base  ccmp  defense.  Headquarters  end  Headquarters  Battery 
continues  the  operation  of  cn  Artillery  Warning  Control  Center  for  all 
artillery  firing  in  the  XtLJJ  LOC  area.  Battery  C,  7th  Battalion,  8th 
Artillery  and  Battery  C,  7th  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  remain  under  the 
operational  control  for  fires  to  2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery.  Two  liaison 
terms  aid  one  forward  observer  team  were  furnished  during  the  reporting  period. 
One  liaison  teem  supported  the  52nd  AKVN  Regiment  for  a  period  of  eight  days 
and  the  other  liaison  and  forward  observer  team  supported  AKVN  units  In  the 
Bien  Hot.  tactical  area  of  operation  for  the  entire  period. 

(2)  At  the  boginning  of  the  reporting  period  Battery  A  wan  located  at 
FSB  CONCORD,  YT033175,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  FieldForce, 
opera  tioncl  control  for  fires  to  7th  Battalion,  8th  Artillery.  On  22  June 
1969  Battery  A  movod  tliroc  howitzers  to  FSB  LIBBY,  YT443283,  with  the  mission 
of  General  Support  II  Field  Force,  Reinfording  2d  Bcttrlion,  40th  Artillery, 
199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade,  On  23  Juno  1969  Battery  A  moved  three  howitzers 
to  FSB  BOID,  YT6351 38,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Force, 
Reinforcing  1 8th  ARVN  Division  Artillery,  On  1 8  July  1969  Battery  A  moved 
three  tubes  from  FSB  BOID  to  FSB  CONCORD,  YT003175,  end  the  remainder  of 
Battery  A  moved  from  FSB  LIBBY  to  FSB  CONCORD  on  19  July  1969  and  assumed 

its  present  mission  of  Genoral  Support  II  Field  Force  Operational  Control 
for  Fires  to  7th  Battalion,  8th  Artillery. 

(3)  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period  Brttery  B  was  located  at  NUI 
DAT,  YS 432672,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Force,  Reinforcing 
1st  Field  Regiment,  Royal  Australian  Artillery,  On  10  Nay  1969  Battery  B 

1, loved  to  XUAN  LOC,  YT 472 096,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field 
Force,  Reinforcing  18th  AVN  Division  Artillery.  On  3  June  1969  Battery  B  movod 
three  howitzers  to  FSB  BOLD,  YT633133,  maintaining  the  same  mission.  On  1C 
June  1969  Battery  B  moved  three  howitzers  from  XUAN  LOC  to  FSB  MEGAN,  YT094092, 
with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Force,  operational  control  for 
fires  to  7th  Battalion,  8th  Artillery.  On  11  Juno  1969  Battery  B  moved  three 
howitzers  from  FSB  BOLD,  YT635138,  to  FSB  MEGAN,  YT 094092,  with  the  mission 
of  General  Support  II  Field  Force,  operational  control  for  fires  to  7th 
Battalion,  8th  Artillery,  On  11  June  1969  Battery  B  moved  three  howitzers  from 
FSB  MEGAN,  YT 094092,  to  NUI  DAT,  YS432672,  with  the  mission  of  General 
Support  II  Field  Force,  Reinforcing  1st  Field  Regiment,  Royrl  Australian 
Artillery.  On  13  June  1969  Brttory  B  moved  three  howitzers  from  NUI  DAT 
to  FSB  VIRGINIA,  YS437797,  maintaining  the  same  mission.  O'  22  Juno  190$ 
Battery  B  roved  three  howitzers  from  FSB  MEGaN,  YT0S4092,  and  tliree  howitzers 
from  FSB  VIRGINIA,  YS437797,  to  NUI  DAT,  Yo 432 672,  with  the  mission  of 
General  Support  II  Field  Firce,  Reinforcing  1st  Fiold  Regiment  Royal 
Australian  Art.illory.  On  29  Juno  1969  Battery  B  moved  three  howitzers  to  FSB 
FLINDERS,  YS520890,  maintaining  the  same  mission.  On  13  July  1969  three 
tubes  displaced  from  FSB  FLINDERS  and  moved  back  to  NUI  DAT.  On  17  July  1969 
Brttoxy  B  moved  three  tubos  from  NUI  DAT  to  FSD  HORSESHOE,  YS495620,  conducted 
a  one  dey  artillery  raid  and  ro turned  to  NUI  DAT  prior  to  darkness.  On  22 
July  1969  Battery  B  moved  three  tubes  to  FSB  HORSESHOE,  conducted  a  two  day 
artillery  raid  and  moved  back  to  NUI  DAT  on  24  July  1969. 
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ivsur-c  1  iugtut  1969 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1969 
Report*  Control  Symbol  C3FQR-C5  (U) 

On  31  July  1969  Battery  B  again  moved  three  tubee  to  FSB  BORISES  HOE,  conducted 
a  one  day  artillery  raid  end  moved  book  to  its  present  position  at  NUI  DAT* 

(4)  At  the  boginning  of  the  reporting  period  Battery  0  was  located  at 
BLACKHORSE,  YS465982,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Force, 
Reinforcing  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment*  On  9  Hay  1969  Battery  C  moved 
four  hovitsers  to  FSB  MAC,  TT374270.  On  12  May  1969  Battery  C  moved  four 
howitzers  to  FSB  KEENER,  IT 478340,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II 
Field  Foroe,  Reinforcing  18th  ARVN  Division  Artillery.  On  15  May  1969  Battery 
C  moved  the  two  remaining  hovitsers  frab  BLACKHCR8E  to  FSB  SEINER,  IT 478340, 

On  10  Juno  1969  Battery  C  moved  to  XUAN  LOC,  IT 472 096,  maintaining  the  sane 
mission*  On  1 1  June  1969  Battery  C  moved  three  hovitsers  to  FSB  BOLD,  IT6351 38 
maintaining  the  same  mission*  On  1 5  June  1969  Battery  C  moved  three  howitzers 
fran  XUAN  LOC  to  BLACKHORSE,  13465982,  with  the  mission  of  Otneral  Support 

II  Field  Foroe,  Reinforcing  18th  ARVN  Division  Artillery*  On  22  June  1969 
Battery  C  moved  three  howitzers  from  BLACKHORSE,  XS465982,  to  FSB  CONCORD, 
XT033175,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Foroe,  operational 
control  for  fires  to  7th  Bcttclion,  8th  Artillery*  On  23  June  1969  the  remain¬ 
ing  three  howitzers  moved  from  FSB  BOLD,  XT635138,  to  join  the  main  body  of 
the  Battery  at  FSB  CONG  CRD,  1T033175*  On  18  July  1969  Battery  C  moved  three 
howitzers  Cron  FSB  CONCCRD  to  BLACKHORSE,  IS 440970,  and  assumed  the  mission 
of  General  Support  II  Field  Foroe,  Reinforcing  the  2d  Battalion,  40th 
Artillery.  On  19  July  1969  Battery  C  moved  three  hovitsers  from  FSB  CONCCRD 
to  FSB  LIBBY,  IT443283,  with  the  mission  of  General  Support  II  Field  Foroe 
Reinforcing  2d  Battalion,  40jbh  Artillery.  On  20  July  1969  the  three  hovitsers 
at  FSB  LIBBY  were  displaced  to  FSB  KEENER,  XT477338  with  no  ohrnge  in  mission* 
These  three  hovitsers  moved  book  to  FSB  LIBBY  on  22  July  1969*  On  25  July 
1969  Battery  C  again  moved  three  hovitsers  from  FSB  LIBBY  to  FSB  KEENER 
with  no  ohenge  in  mission  and  moved  baak  to  FSB  LIBBX  on  27  July  1969*  On 
29  July  1969  Battery  C  moved  three  howitzers  from  BLACKHORSE  to  XUAN  LOC, 

YT 472 096.  end  assumed  a  mission  of  General  Support  IX  Field  Foroe,  Rein¬ 
forcing  18th  ARVN  Division  Artillery*  At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period 
Battery  C  continues  to  operate  as  a  split  Battery* 

(5)  Move  Sumnarys 
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2 
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7 
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BATTERY  A  BATTERY  B 
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Mans 
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399  5459 
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350  4828 

288  5841 
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16,70* 

July 

627  6234 

387  4618 

724  5874 
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16,726 
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AVGAI-C  1  August  1969 

SUBJECT  i  Operation  cl  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1969 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR*^  (U) 

c.  Training: 

(1)  Newly  arrived  personnel  receive  a  one  week  training  program  ct 
the  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade's  Redcctcher  Training  School*  Quotas 
allocated  this  battalion  by  the  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigc.de  have  been  suff¬ 
icient  to  accooodcte  all  newly  assigned  personnel. 

(2)  Newly  assigned  Lieutenants  receive  a  six  day  course  in  fire  direction 
procedures  and  rulos  of  engagement.  This  courso  is  presented  by  the  54th 
Artillery  Group,  During  this  reporting  period  one  officer  from  this 
battalion  successfully  completed  tho  course* 

(3)  Course  I,  II,  end  III,  Military  Justice  Act  of  1968,  end  Manual 

for  Courts-Martial,  United  States,  1969,  revised,  wes  presented  to  the  officers 
of  battalion  headquarters  on  11  July  1969*  These  courses  were  presented 
by  Captain  Michael  A.  Burke  JAG  Offioer,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  and  fulfilled 
the  requirements  of  DA  Circular  350-84*  A  total  of  16  officers  attended  the 
presentation, 

d.  Intelligence! 

(1)  The  battalion  continued  its  visual  reconnaissance  program  in  that 
portion  of  Long  Khanh  Sector  assigned  to  the  2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 
by  the  54th  Artillery  Group,  The  visual  reconnaissance  program  achieved 
toe  following  objectives: 

(a)  Acquired  intelligence  through  planned  and  thorough  aerial  visual 
reconnaissance,  A  total  of  33  sightings  were  reported. 

(b)  Reoomnendcd  targets  for  nttcoks  by  artillery  and  requested 
tactical  air  support  when  needed,  A  total  of  26  targets  were  recommended 
for  attack.  All  of  these  targets  wore  heavily  damaged  or  destroyed  by 
artillery  fires, 

(c)  Adjusted  artillery  fire*  within  the  assigned  visual  reconnaissance 

area, 

(d)  Conducted  registrations  for  artillery  units  loeated  within  the 
battalions  area  of  operation  and  furnished  convoy  coverage  for  all  tactical 
moves  of  units  of  this  battalion, 

(e)  Visually  checked  reports  of  eneny  sightings, 

(2)  During  the  period  a  total  of  245  hours  and  98  missions  were  flown 
by  artillery  AO's  of  this  battdLicn 

(3)  Person  to  person  contact  has  continued  between  toe  S2  section  this 
headquarters ,  and  intelligence  gathering  sources  in  toe  Zuan  Loc  area  to 
inolude: 
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AVGaI-C  1  A'jguat  1969 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  lading  Jl  July  1969 
Report*  Control  Symbol  CSFQR^5  (U) 

(a)  1 8th  ARVN  Division 

(b)  Long  Khrnh  Sector  Headquarters 
(o)  National  Police  Headquarters 

(d)  U*S«  Advisors  to  Notional  Polios 

(e)  S2,  54th  Field  Artillery  Group 


e.  Logistics  i 

(1)  Monthly  vehicle  availability  percentage  i 


TYPE  VEHICLE 

fERCUIAGE  CT 

AVAILABILITY 

May 

June 

July 

Qtr 

KL09 

99.0 

96.6 

99 

98.2 

M548 

94,0 

96.0 

93 

94.0 

M578,  VTR 

84.0 

73.0 

91 

82.0 

M577,  CP 

93.0 

97.0 

99 

96.0 

Wheeled  Vehicles 

90.0 

94.0 

93 

92.0 

(2)  Ammunition  resupply  by  rounds  provided  by  Service  Battery.* 


Mcy 

June 

July 

Total 

HE 

19,984 

14,830 

16,365 

51,179 

WP 

176 

752 

463 

1,391 

ILL 

1,948 

2,250 

128 

4,326 

•Excludes  those  drawn  by  firing  batteries  direct  from  ASP. 

(3)  Miles  traveled  by  Service  Battery  Aanunitlon  Trains* 


May  June  July  Total 
16,431  11,491  12,51  e  40,440 

(4)  Number  of  aerial  resupply  missions  flown  in  support  of  firing 
batteries* 

Class  I-IV  May  June  July  Total 
71  76  18  165 

(5)  Approximate  tonnage  of  Class  I-tV  resupply  handled  by  Servloe 
Battery* 

Class  I-IV  May  June  July  Total 

36  30  40  106 
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AVGAY-C  1  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1969 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 

f,  Organisation:  No  Change 

g.  Other 

(1 )  Cocmunications 

During  the  reporting  period,  the  following  number  of  teletype  manages 
were  handled  by  the  Battalion  Communications  section: 

Nay  June  July  Total 
Zraamltted  67  58  64  189 

Reoeived  213  201  184  598 

(2)  Ciric  Action:  Medcape: 

May  Juno  July  Total 
Medcapa  000  0 

Patients  Treated  at  34  75  83  192 

Battalion  Aid  Station 

2.  (C)  SflfiUsa  .EL  Jab  sons  Ueraadl  J.  Observation  Evalu&tion!jl 

flfll  RgCQBneadatjiqaa 

a.  Earaoanal*  None 

b,  Operations: 

(l)  Defense  against  sapper  attacks. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Four  lessons  learned  were  gained  from  the  attack  on 
Husky  Compound,  XU  All  LOC,  18  My  1969. 

1.  A  bunker  is  not  the  best  place  to  be  during  a  sapper  attack. 

Although  a  veil  constructed  bunker  can  sustain  a  direct  hit  by  an  82m  mortar 
round,  the  sapper  la  trained  to  fire  ills  RPG  or  75mm  at  the  apertures  of  the 
bunker,  thus  preventing  the  defender  from  participating  in  the  find,  protective 
flrea.  Well  prepared  foxholes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bunkers  are  more  effective 
fighting  positions  as  they  are  less  likely  to  be  a  target  for  crow  served 
weapons  and  small  arms  employed  by  the  attacking  force, 

2.  It  1*  vital  for  personnel  manning  bunkers  and/or  foxholes  during  a 
mortar  attack  to  stay  alert  for  a  ground  attack  and  to  return  fire  lmnedlately. 
Accustomed  to  mortar  attacks  without  a  ground  attack,  the  defenders  did  not 
immediately  return  fire  and  generally  crouched  in  their  bunkers  for  additional 
protection.  It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  sappers  were  able  to  approach  the 
final  distance  to  the  berm  and  force  their  way  into  the  compound. 
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ATM- C  1  August  1969 

SUBJECT  i  Operctiond  Report  for  Qurxtcrly  Period  Ending  31  July  1969 
Reporta  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 

3.  One  of  the  keys  to  on  effective  defence  egrinst  ar.pper  attcoks 
ia  illumination.  The  sapper  ia  trained  to  operate  in  the  dark  end  onoe 

he  penetrates  the  perimeter  wire,  he  reliea  on  confusion  among  the  defenders 
end  their  inability  to  differentiate  between  the  defender  end  the  ettaoker. 
Thus,  periodic  illumination  (ct  varied  intervals)  will  aaaiat  in  the 
detection  of  approaching  sappers,  and  ccntinous  illumination,  onoe  the  assualt 
has  begun,  will  greatly  qssist  the  defenders. 

4.  It  is  very  necessary  to  establish  and  praotioe  alternate  means  of 
communication  throughout  the  perimeter.  Lack  of  sure  backup  communications 
increases  the  confusion  and  reduces  the  defensive  capability. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  above  lessons  learned  are  basic  end  vital  to  rn 
effective  defense  against  sepper  attacks. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  Defense  planning  for  fire  support  bases  should 
include  all  of  the  rbovo  lessons  learned. 


c.  Training!  None 

d.  Intelllrsnce:  None 

e.  Logistics i 

(1 )  Rubber  floor  mats  for  the  ML09. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  current  rubber  floor  mat  being  used  in  the  K109 
is  unsatisfactory  in  the  rainy  season.  These  mats  olog  up  easily,  are  readily 
demagod  due  to  reported  olennings,  and  are  difficult  to  replcoe  through  supply 
ohanaols.  The  use  of  oyolone  fence  as  a  floor  mat  has  proven  highly  success¬ 
ful.  Cyclone  fonoe  provides  much  better  footing,  is  easy  to  olean  and  is  easy 
to  obtain  through  normal  supply  channels. 


(b)  EVALUATION.  Cyclone  fenoe  has  proven  a  bettor  floor  mat  for  the 
ML09  during  the  rainy  season. 

(c)  RECQMfflNDATIQN.  The  use  of  oyolone  fenoe  as  r  floor  mat  for  the 
ML09  should  be  encouraged. 

f.  Organisation  i  None 

g.  Other:  None 


WILLIAM  A  1C  SPADDEN  * 

L1G,  PA 

Commanding 
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MSt-CO  (1  Am  69)  1.t  I*. 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Baport  of  2d  Battalion,  35th  Field  Artillery  for  Period 
fedlng  31  July  1969,  HC8  CSFOft-65  (U) 

DA f  HEADQUARTERS,  54TH  FIELD  ARTILLIKT  GROUP,  APO  96491  20  Anfaet  1969 

TO*  Co— ending  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery,  ATTIt  AVFB-FAC 
APO  96266 

1.  (U)  Thii  headquartera  haa  reviewed  the  Quarterly  Operations  Report  - 

Lessens  Leaned  from  the  2d  Battalion,  35th  Field  Artillery  and  oenslders 
that  it  adequately  refleets  the  operations  and  lessons  leaned  daring  the 
period* 

2*  (C)  Referenee  Seotlon  II,  para  b(1),  Defense  against  Sapper  Attaoks* 

The  54th  Field  Artillery  Group  concurs.  In  addition,  since  the  18  May  1969 
sapper  attack  at  Xuan  Loo,  protective  wire  screening  notarial  has  been 
installed  in  front  of  all  manned  bunkers  within  the  Group  to  prevent  the 
sapper  from  firing  his  RPG  or  75an  into  the  apertures  of  the  bonkers*  Counter¬ 
sapper  training  programs  were  organised  and  oontlaned  periodic  oountersapper 
training  is  being  oonduoted  by  all  units  within  the  con— nd* 

3*  (U)  Referenee  Section  II,  para  e(1),  Rubber  Floor  Mats  for  MI09  Howl  tsars. 

The  54th  Field  Artillery  Group  concur ■  with  the  use  of  cyclone  fence  as  a 
floor  — t  in  lieu  of  the  rubber  floor  mat  in  the  Ml  09  ho  witter  during  the 
rainy  season  for  safety  and  operational  efficiency  of  crew  members. 


r.  G.  KVAJfS 
Colonel,  FA 
Conmandlng 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 
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um-tts  (1  inf  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Baport  of  tha  2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 
for  Poriod  Ending  31  July  1969,  BCS  CSPOB-65  (U) 

DA,  HEADQUABTEHS,  II  FIELD  PDBCE  VIETNAM  ABTILLEHT,  APO  96266  f  7  1959 

TO:  Conaanding  Genaral,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVFBC-BE,  APO  96266 


The  quarterly  report  of  the  2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  adequately 
reflect#  the  operation*  and  leaaona  learned  during  the  reporting  period* 


FOB  THE  OOMfANDER: 


'AQUfJL  E.  STIPi 
Major,  FA 
Adjutant 
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ATfBC-U-I  (2  Sop  69)  3rd  lad 

SUBJXOTi  Operational  Report  for  Qnarterly  Period  Aiding  51  July  1969 
Reports  Control  Synbol  C8FOR-65  (V) 

9d(  m  n  IfORGIT,  AFO  Son  kuolioo  96266  x-y  1369 

THRUi  On— nilnf  General,  TO  Any  Tietnaa,  ATTIi  ATBSC(DST),  AFO  96373 

Ooenarler-In -Chief,  TO  Any  Pacifio,  ATTft  GPOP-DT,  AFO  96336 

TO  i  Assistant  Ohiof  of  Staff  for  Voroe  Derelopnent,  Department  of  tho 
Angr,  Washington,  0.0  *  20310 

This  headquarters  haa  reviewed  aad  oonours  with  the  Operational  Report  - 
Leaaone  Learned  of  Headquarters ,  2d  Battalion,  33th  Artillery  for  the  period 
andiaf  31  July  1969. 


FOR  tBI  OOMttKDTOl 


Asst  AG 


AVHGC-DST  (1  Aug  69)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1969* 

Report e  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francieeo  96375  1 2  SEP  1969 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  Statee  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96556 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lee sone  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquartere,  2d 
Battalion,  35th  Artillery  and  concur e  with  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  fura: 

2d  Bn,  35th  Arty 
II  FFV 


1LT,  AGC 

Aasitfant  Adjutant  Ga  natal 


H 


GPOP-DT  (1  Aug  69)  5th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  2d  Battalion,  35th 
Artillery  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1?  SEP  69 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.  1.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGC 
Ant  AG 
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Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 


«.  oiicmmvl  noth  (Typ*  «> — prl  —a  te«te«< v  amj 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counter insurgency  operations,  1  May  69  to  31  July  69. 


»-  AUTMOAUI  (Flnl  MM,  Ml  MS*  Mitel.  JMI  MMJ 

CO,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 
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